
Unit 4 Read Aloud Spine 2023-24                   

Categories Autumn Spring Summer 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Title and 
Author 

 

Holes by 
Louis Sarchar 

 

Fireweed by Jill 
Paton Walsh 

 

The Arrival 
by Shaun 
Tan 

 

Skellig by 
David 
Almond 

 

River Boy 
by Tim 
Baulen 

 

The Hobbit by 
J.R.R. Tolkein 

Focus Pie Corbett Year 6 Spine 
Becoming familiar with key stories 
Difference  
Friendship  
Justice 

Pie Corbett Year 6 Spine 
Becoming familiar with key stories  
War  
Friendship 
 

Pie Corbett Year 6 Spine 
Becoming familiar with key 
stories 
Picture Book 
Immigration 

Pie Corbett Year 6 Spine 
Becoming familiar with key 
stories 
Family relationships  
Illness  
Magic and wonder  

Pie Corbett Year 6 Spine 
Becoming familiar with key 
stories 
Family relationships  
Determination 

Pie Corbett Year 6 Spine 
Becoming familiar with key stories 
Greed  
Heroism  
Bravery 

Title and 
Author 

 

The Boy in 
the Tower by 
Polly Ho-Yen 

 

The Girl of Ink 
and Stars by 
Kiran Milweed 
Hargreaves 

 

Where the 
River Runs 
Gold by Sita 
Brahmachari 

 

Lalani of 
the Distant 
Sea by Erin 
Entrada 
Kelly 

 

Asha and 
the Spirit 
Bird by 
Jasbinder 
Bilan  

Diver’s 
Daughter: A 
Tudor Story by 
Patrice 
Lawrence 

Focus Book with the main protagonist from 
a minority ethnic background  
Isolation  
Friendship  
Diversity  
 

Book with the main protagonist from a 
minority ethnic background  
Isolation  
Friendship  
Empathy/loss 
Diversity  
 

Book with the main protagonist 
from a minority ethnic 
background   
Family Relationships  
Poverty 
Bravery  
Determination  
Empathy/loss 
Diversity  

 

Book with the main protagonist 
from a minority ethnic 
background  
Isolation  
Disease  
Empathy/loss 
Diversity  
Bravery 

 
 

Book with the main protagonist 
from a minority ethnic 
background  
Isolation  
Diversity  
Empathy/loss 
Friendship 
Poverty 
Different Beliefs 
Bravery 

Book with the main protagonist from a 
minority ethnic background  
Historic  
Bravery  
Family relationships  

Title and 
Author 

 

Black Dog by 
Levi Pinfold 

 

Saving Sorya – 
Chang and the 
Sunbear by 
Nguyen Thi Thu 
Trang 

 

Way Home 
by Gregory 
Rogers 

 

The Visitor 
by Antje 
Damm 

 

The Viewer 
by Gary 
Crew 

 

The Island by 
Armin Greder 

Focus Picture Book 
Courage   
Bravery 
Dealing with difficult emotions 

Picture Book  
Graphic Novel  
Environmental and Conservation  
Friendship  
  

Picture book  
Thought-provoking  
Individuality  

Picture Book  
Friendship 
Colour 
Dealing with difficult emotions 

Picture Book  
Fantastical Tale  
Thought-provoking  
  

Picture Book   
Diversity  
Multiculturalism    

Title and 
Author 

 

FArTHER by 
Grahame 
Baker-Smith 

 

Varjak Paw by 
SF Said 

 

Tom’s 
Midnight 
Garden by 
Phillipa 
Pearce  

The Wolves 
of 
Willoughby 
Chase by 
Joan Aiken 

 

Street Child 
by Berlie 
Doherty 

 

Wolf Brother 
by Michelle 
Paver 

Focus PC Year 5 spine 
Becoming familiar with key stories 
Determination  
Family Relationships  
Dreams and Hopes  
Empathy/loss  

PC Year 5 spine 
Becoming familiar with key stories 
Change  
Adventure  
 

PC Year 5 spine 
Becoming familiar with key 
stories 
Family relationships  
Magic  
Adventure 

PC Year 5 spine 
Becoming familiar with key 
stories 
Adventure 
Friendship  
Hardship  
Determination 

PC Year 5 spine 
Becoming familiar with key 
stories 
History  
Hardship/ Determination 
War  
Loss 
Friendship 

PC Year 5 spine 
Becoming familiar with key stories 
Courage  
Bravery  
Friendship  
 



Title and 
Author 

 

Collected 
Poems by Ted 
Hughes 

 

The Magic Box 
by Kit Wright 

 

The Works 4 
by Pie 
Corbett and 
Gabby 
Morgan  

New and 
Collected 
Poems for 
Children by 
Carol Ann 
Duffy 
 

 

Collected 
Poems for 
Children by 
Charles 
Causley 

 

Poems Aloud 
by Joseph 
Coelho 

Focus Poetry 
 

Poetry 
 

Poetry Poetry Poetry Poetry 

Title and 
Author 

 

The 
Extraordinary 
Colours of 
Auden Dare 
by Zillah 
Bethell  

 

A Dangerous 
Game by 
Malorie 
Blackman  

You’re So 
Amazing by 
James 
Catchpole 

 

The Boy 
with the 
Butterfly 
Mind by 
Victoria 
Williamson 

 

The Boy 
Who Made 
Everyone 
Laugh by 
Helen 
Rutter  

A Storm of 
Strawberries 
by Jo Cotterill 

Focus People with Difference  
Diversity  
Friendship 

People with Difference 
Inclusion 
Bravery 

People with Difference  
Inclusion 
Empathy 

People with Difference 
Inclusion  
Friendship 
Acceptance 

People with Difference  
Worries  
Bravery  
Comedy  

People with Difference  
Courage  
Challenge 
Empathy 

Title and 
Author 

 

Being You: 
Poems of 
Positivity by 
Daniel 
Thompson  

 

You Are 
Awesome by 
Matthew Syed 

 

The Heart 
and the 
Bottle by 
Oliver 
Jeffers 

 

Ish by Peter 
H. Reynolds  

 

Rosie 
Revere 
Engineer by 
Andrea 
Beaty   

New Kid by 
Jerry Craft 
 

Focus PSHE  
Emotions  
Wellbeing  
Self-belief  

PSHE 
Self-belief  
Growth-mindset  
Confidence 

PSHE 
Love  
Loss  
Hope 

PSHE  
Confidence  
Self-Belief  
Mindfulness  

PSHE  
Growth Mindset  
Self-Belief  
Determination  

PSHE 
Transitioning to Secondary School  
Coping with Change 

Long 
enquiry 
linked 
books 

Design and Technology – 
Cooking and Nutrition: How 
can I ethically make a savoury 
dish?  

Geography – How does climate 
change and natural disasters affect 
the world? 

 

History – What were the 
achievements of the early 
civilisations? (Ancient 
Egyptians) 
 

Art – How can we explore 
our identity through art? 

Music 
 

Computing – How do you 
create a webpage? 

 

 

 

 
    



 

  
   

 

Short 
enquiry 
linked 
books 

Art – How can I draw 
accurately? 

 

Music 

 
Computing – How do 
you create art using 
software? 

 

DT – Structures – How do 
different structures 
withstand a natural 
disaster? 

 

Geography – How can 
school reduce its plastic 
waste? 

 

History – How does the history 
of Baghdad compare to the 
history of London? 

 

 

  
 

 
  

 


